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TERRIBLE RAVAGES OF THE CLIMATE.

One Hundred Thousand Hen Dwindle
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Six Thousand Officers Killed in
Five Years.
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Be Beaten or Seen.

THE MYSTERIOUS OOUNTERMARGH.

An Impartial Portrayal of Passions and
Opinions on Both Sides.

Santiaoo dk Criu, Jan. 30, 1873.
In Tlewor the impossibility of obtaining anything

like reliable information relative to the insurrectionat Santa Clara, owing to the disappearance
from the district of the larger Insurrectionary detachments,I proceeded by way or Clenftiegos to
Santl Esplritu, where I hoped to And the operations
of the campaign on a larger scale. The scenery
along the coast to Trinidad was singularly impressiveand appealed to the imagination
in all the majesty of utter desolation. Before the
war the lower hills and the valleys near the coast
were highly cultivated, but during the struggle all
the estates have been abandoned or destroyed. So
far as the eye could reach nothing was visible bnt
dark masses of lore&t-clad hills, whose awfnl stillnesswas unbroken by any sign of habitation.
Until a late period the almost Inaccessible mountainsand forests in this region gave shelter to Importantbands of insurgents; bnt the construction
of the trocha southward had the effect of causing
the majority of the hand* to go southward from
fear of being cnt off from their lricnds in the southeasterndepartments, where the chief strength of
the insurrection has been from the outset.

TUB ADVAKTAUB OK T11KSK TKOCHAS
has been clearly shown in the comparative tranqutllzatlonof the district west of Moron. Although
the Cuban sympathizers with whom I had come in
contact admitted the actual state of affairs with a
certain amount of frankness, I was unwillingto accept anything on mere hear-
say, and therefore persisted in my Intention
to go to Hantl Ksplrltn. A log detained us some
twelve hours beyond our time, but at last we

armed at Tunas, an embryo town situated on a

tongue of land, which Is the seaport of Hanct'
Spirttus. As there ib only one train a day each
way, I was obliged to pnt up at one of the tienda*
for the night. In the morning I found that the
honr of starting was entirely dependent on the
amount of freight and the more or less industrious
frame of mind of the colored man whose business
It was to load the wagons. About two o'clock In
the afternoon we steamed ont of the station, which
Is about a quarter of a mile distant from the town,
in the midst of a salt swamp. Here

THE Ul'ABD OP SOLDIERS CAME ON BOARD
and disposed themselves abont so as to have a

good view of the country.that Is to say. of the
woods and bushes, that after a few miles of sand
and swamp extend lor leagues on all sides until
we have passed about three-fourths of our Journey,
when the country becomes more open and signs of
cultivation appear. On the way I managed to get
Into conversation with one of the guard, who appearedto me a likely subject to know something
about the war. He was Just the sort of fellow to
drive a martinet to desperation.untidy and with
a suspicion of the plcturesqueness of dirt about
him, but

A DEVIL-MAY-CARE LOOK IN TITF. EYE
and a certain hard expression about the mouth,
which was drawn at the corners. He had been Inspectinginc rather attentively, and 1 was expectingevery minute a request to exhibit my papers.a
formality which 1 confess I dislike heartily. A
lucky stopplug of the tralu In a deep cutting to
take in wood for the engine furnished me with a

pretext to Inquire the cause of the delay, and once
the Ice was broken the soldier and I got on very
veil together. He Informed me that he had been
over three years la active operations, and that It
was pretty tiresome work. Line most of the Spanish
soldiers whom I have met with, he entcrtalaed a

supreme contempt for an enemy that never fired
except from an ambuscade. He had been engaged
Willi mem an; nuiuuer ui iiuies, uui uau tnj seldomMen any or them.

tort lis in wirr,"
he said, deprecating!j, t,le forest, ard fire .mst
one volley, when they ran, and as they know all
the paths in the forest they generally get away.
However, most of the white men have been killed
or have surrendered themselves, and there are

only the negroes In the woods now. It Is very difficultto flna them, for they might be lying at twenty
yards'distance in the forest where we pass by
without our discovering them. In the Interior of
the woods the brushwood Is so thick that we are
obliged to cut our way through with our machetes.

WK It A VF. KOW HOT BLOODHOUNDS,
however, he said, with animation, "and we can
follow them Into their hiding places."' In answer to
an inquiry as to what they Old with their prisoners
the soldier simply said'.."Nearly all the white men
have presented themselves and we do not take many
black prisoners; they are generally killed ir found
with arms, bnt if they present themselves they are
cent back to their masters. Al lien the blacks catch
a white man they kill him." According to this
man's computation the number of refugees in the
woods was not more than one hundred, and these,
he said, were divided up Into small bands, who never
attacked any party of armed men, but cut off
ftragglem ana travellers without mercy. Even

NEW TORI
when cornered, as some times happened, or snr

prised by parties of troops sent out In their pursalt,these negroes did not offer any very desperate
resistance, but seemed to endeavor to escape to
their hiding places until the danger was past. The
soldier made this statement frankly, and without
any clew to my character which might have Induced
blm to color the picture. As we approached Hancti
Kspirttns we met a lew large Cuban villages, in

each ol which were stationed a party of troops,
occupying a kind of block house. Seen from the

railway, there was nothing particularly noticeable
In these places, but I was afterward informed that
a large part of the Inhabitants were in a state of
destitution bordering on starvation. If this be true
I must say they have

themselves in great part to blame,
for land Is very easy to be had and scarcely
claims any labor from the peasant. In the
town of sanoli Ksplritus there is also
great suffering caused principally by the
wur. strings of poverty-stricken women
were to be met from time to time going from bouse
to house to beg a little rice to keep boui and body
together. In the faces of many of these could be
read tales of sorrow, and the brow of many a one
among them was darkened by the Impending
shadow of the angel of death.
In order to discover the exact line of demarcationbetween the Spanish and Cuban territories I

was anxious to pass from Hanctl Ksptntus to Puerto
Principe by the land route, but the difficulty of
procuring horses and a guide willing to accompany
lue lorcea uie io aoauuon tws iuea. xnouo ui uiu

Spanish party would venture alone with me into
the neighborhood of the insurgents, who seemed
to be

EVKRYWHERK AND NOWHERE,
and no Cuban would expose bimself to the suspicionof the authorities by accompanying me

Nothing remained, therefore, but to take the
Hteamer to this place, and try if lortune had anythingbetter in store for me. The evening, or rather
the night, of my arrival here 1 was presented to the
Governor of the town,

brigadier general morales,
on the public square by Mr. Ramsden, the British
Consul, as a gentleman travelling through the
island. The General was already aware that I was
the representative of the Herald, and as it was
difficult to talk freely among the crowd or promenadcrsGeneral Morales invited me to the Palace,
lie expressed himself

desirous to be op service to me
and enable me to see the exact state of the Island
for myself. I thanked him for his kindness and assuredhlra that I was very anxious to avail myself
of whatever facilities he would be pleased to afford
me. He then stated that a column would be leavingin the morning on an expedition that would in
all probability last for ten days, during which time
1 would have ample opportunity to observe the
operations of the campnign. I said that 1 would be
most willing to accept the offer, but that, unfortunatelyhaving arrived only in tho morning, I was
not provided with a horse for myself, nor
with the means of transport for the necessary
provisions. The General at once Informed me that
the column would give me a horse, and that the
officers would supply the commissariat department.He then Introduced me to

LIEUTENANT COLONEL SOSTRADA,
the commander of the expedition. This gentleman
expressed himself well pleased at having the representativeof an Impartial journal to accompany the
Spanish troops and give a fair account of the war.
He told me the troops were ordered to march at
half-past six o'clock in the morning, and that it
would be necessary to be at the railway statlon'at
that hour. He also advised me to provide myself
with a hammock and blanket.no easy matter at
hali-past ten o'clock at night. As It was necessaryto make some hurried preparations, I
took my leave of General Morales and
Colonel Sostrada, and went in pursuit of the
hammock and blanket which, thanks to the good
services of a friend, 1 secured. It was still dark
when I started in the morning under the guidance
of one of the servants of the hotel; for, In his anxietyto have me In time, the proprietor roused me

up some hour and a hall before It was necessary.
Arrived at the station I found It already occupied
by troops belonging to the mounted contra-guerlllas.All was stir aud bustle. The embarking of
the horses was proceeding rapidly and without
contusion. The men who were not engaged In this
service were gathered round a vender of coffee
and cognac, who had improvised u restaurant on a
rough ileal table. I watched the proceedings with
considerable interest, and lound commendable ord^rand organization to exist. These Irregular
troops arc the scouts of the army, being in large
part

RECRUITED FROM THE NATIVE POPULATION
and surrendered Insurgents. It is said that they
render Invaluable service on account of their
knowledge of the mode of warfare carried on by
the Cubans, as well as their acquaintance with the
country. For the most parr, they are armed with
Remington rifles, and all or them carry the formidablemachete. The uniform worn by the troops on

campaign consists of a coarse linen trousersand blue cotton jacket, with a broad
lirlmmed straw hat. sometimes covered with

white calico, and ornamented with a red
or green band. As the contra-guerillas moved
out of the station the regular iniautry
arrived and took their seats in the train. They
appeared to me to have seen much service, but In
the dim light of the morning it was not possible to
examine them very closely; besides, I was resolved
to form my judgment of them more by their aclionsthan their looks. A tew moments later I encounteredColonel Sostrader. who recognized me
and ordered one of the soldiers to take charge of
my very slim baggage. As soon as everything was

ready the Colonel invited me to take a Beat by bis
side. The other officers of the battalion occupied
seats In the same carriage, but no Introduction
was tendered to them, a circumstance which at
tlrst surprised me, but the explanation was soon

forthcoming.
THE OFFICERS WERE IN VK1HTINO TRIM,

offering rather a strange spectacle to one only
accustomed to see the pomp and splendor of the
yarade ground. All the little adornments of the
person in which gallant milltalrus deilght had been
laid aside; even of the Insignia of rank there was

only retained the absolutely necessary. There
was scarcely any pretence ol a uniform, and even
the showy sword had been exchanged for the more
useful machete. A few wore the regulation cap,
but by far the greater number woro struw hats,
which were more useful than ornamental. Prom
these slgus 1 had hopes that serious work was

Intended, and that if fortune favored me I was

going to be present at that somewhat intangible
tiling called a Cuban battle. After a toilsome
ascent to Cnrlsto the train stopped to take
on board the remaining companies of the
battalion. As this would occasion some delay we

got off the train. Here the Colonel called the
officers of the battalion together, aud formally in-
troduced me as the representative or rne urn alp.
specially recommended to tliem bjr General Moralesto be looked upon as

I'M Nt'ltVO COMPANEUO.
The officers, who appeared to be a good set, bowed
to their new comrade, and afterwards 1 was free of
the corporation. This ceremony through, we embarkedagain for St. Luis, the termination of the
railway. The voyage over the railway from Santiagode Cuba to St. Luis is one of the most
interesting that can be made. The grade
is so steep that for the greater part
of the way it is with difficulty
the engine can drag its freight np the incline. The
track lies along the side of steep mountains, crossingdeep valleys, on wooden trellis work, where
the slightest accident wonld hurl train and passengersto inevitable destruction. The scenery Is
very beautiful, the wild grandeur of the mountainsbeing relieved and softcued by the cultivated
llanos, where the sugar cane and cornstalk gave
evidence of unman interest. For the most part
the meuutalua are clothed to their tops with the
palm, the sacra and the mango, which rise tile
above flic until they seem lost In the clouds, as

they often are. The chief characteristic of this

place is savago grandeur, and it appears to me cx'ceedlngly strange that the insurgents do not take
measures to destroy a line which it would
take thousands of troops to defend from a bold and
enterprising enemv. it Is true that the Spaniards

I HKHALI), SATURDAY, F
Have the line strongly ©eeuoiefi, bat the line has
so many weak points that If It were vigorously
attacked It must bo crippled. I expressed these
views to the Spanish ofllcers and they were of mjr
opinion, and they adduced the lact as a proof of
TIM INABILITY OP TBI CUBANS TO MEKT TUB

8PAN1AKB8
in anything like an open fight All the points of
vantage along the line were occupied by little
wooden forts, which appeared at a distance like
huge pigeon boxes. In some Instances they
were surrounded by a shallow ditch, and at
others a weak and totally ineffective chnaux
de ./rise of bamboo had been constructed, small
openings were left to enable the soldiers to Are
through, and on the top of each was a square frame
with shutters, capable of being raised or lowered
at will by the sentinel, who Irom this elevated
point kept watch and ward over the country.
The first Impression made on the mind by one of
these structures was tinged with a sense or the
ridiculous, for the.v almost certainly suggested a livingJack-in-the-box. As a matter of experience,
however, they have been found to answer admirablythe purpose for which they had been constructed.I was assured by every Spanishofficer to whom I spoke on the matterthat in no Instance had one or
these towers been captured by the enemy when
defended by the troops.a circumstance which
appears to me very strange, as most of those
which I saw conld not fell to be destroyed by a
determined and intelligent attack. Perhaps the
explanation is to he found In the fact that they are

VBRY UNPROFITABUI SUBJECTS,
as they contain little else than a few days' provisionslor the garrison, and the Insurgents may
think that lejeu ne vaut pa* la chandelle.
By the time we arrived at St. Luis the morning

was far advanced, and the sun shone out with
tropical intensity. Under these circumstances the
Colonel ordered the noonday halt, iu order that
the men Bhould be able to breakfast and repose
during the great heat of the day. I had now ample
opportunity to observe
THR APPRARANCK AND CONDITION OF TITIt MEN.

For the most part they were worn, but still strong
and vigorous. The cfTectB of the climate and tne
constant fatigues to which they were exposed
were, however, visible in a great number of faces,
whose expression showed clearly that the constitutionwas already undermined. For the most part
these men had sull'crcd from the fevers of the
climate, brought on by exposure to the weather,
sleeping in the dump woods without any other protectionthan a blanket afforded, for the troops are

wholly unprovided with tents. I was surprisedalso to notice that although we were
within two hours' ride by rail of St.
Luis the troops were obliged to eat
biscuit.a circumstance that reflects very little
credit on the administration of the Spanish arinr.
In connection with this subject I have since mado
many inquiries and have been lnlormcd that, bad as
the Commissariat Department is at present, it is an
immense improvement on what it was some time
ago. In all countries the Commissariat DepartmentIs the favorite refuge of rogues; but I doubt
if the soldiers of any other army would continue to
support the great fatigues to which these Spaniards
are exposed ou such poor food.
TtIK FAULT 19 NOT WITH THR KKOIMENTAL OFFICERS,
for I believe they symathlze with the men whose
sufferings they were often obliged to share, but with
the higher officials, who grow rich at the expense
r\t A MAAS fllllAUTO wHa Q PA itfllltt AvnAoInn ihAlP
VI bUC |IUVI Iwllw VT 9 IT uu cat V UUIIJ CApURIIl^ tllCU

livet In defence of the honor and Integrity of Spain.
It has always appeared to me a strange contradictionthat while the private soldier who, prompted
by hunger, steals, is severely punished, the well
paid official who robs him not alone escapes hanging,but Is received as an honored an J worthy
member of society. I have been Informed by many
credible persons that more than one Commissary
General has returned rich to Spain alter
a sufficiently short term of office, yet no

Inquiry has been Instituted as to how
he managed to acquire a fortune while living In
a style that must have absorbed tho whole of the
revenue to which he was honestly entitled. It
is true that in our own war tills kind of dishonesty
was very prevalent, hut the soldiers were so much
better paid that they did not sulfer aosolute privationlrom the thieving. Matters had reached that
stage when a change becomes a necessity when
the late commander, General Riquelme, arrived,
und as he was convinced that unless the soldiers
were fed they would die he introduced considerablereforms, which while they leave much to be desired,are yet an Immense improvement on the old
supply department.
On leaving the train the men stacked arms and

rested in the shadow of the houses until their simplemeal was cooked. There was no hurry, and the
officers iniormed me that, except in case of neces1slty, they always allowed the incn to

RltrOSE DIKING TUB NOONTIDE HOURS,
a precaution which tends to alleviate the severity
of the climate. Colonel tiostrada, having some
matters to attend to in relation to his command,
left me in charge of the doctor or the Battalion
Patricio de la Cortc y Haez, whom I found an agreeableand Intelligent companion. With him I had
an opportunity of Bceing the sick. 8ome few
men were suffering from fever, and had to
be left in the hospital; others were sufferingfrom old wounds or accidents, In all
cases the men seemed to receive careful attentionand Humane consideration. What struck
me most wus the absence from the visite of the
carrvtier class, or those feigning sickness. Nearly
every man who appeared bore in his face the con
flrmatlon of his story, ami there were many men,
even in the ranks, who, irotn appearance, I thought
OCUOT MOT TO UAVK UKKN TAKEN INTO TDK FIELD.
As soon as the Colonel had given the necessary
orders he returned and requested ine to accompanyhim in a visit to the Colonel commanding in
St. Luis, to whom I was formally Introduced. At
breakfast I was given the place of honor, and on
that and all subsequent occasions 1 wus treated
with an attention and courtesy that will remain
engraved on my mind forever.
Towards two o'clock in the afternoon the troops

were ordered to fall in, and some minutes later
were defiling before me. The Colonel placed at my
disposal his horses, and having selected one I took
my place with him at the head of the column. We
were accompauied by the commandant, the adjujtunt and the doctor, who made up our party or
mess during my short stay with the .Spanish forces.
We were now really in campaign, and at night
would reach the edge of the territory where Spanish
power claims to rule without dispute. From
the moment we lelt St. Luis we marched
with all the precautions of war, and two
negroes carrylug stretchers reminded one
that disagreeable accidents might happen at any
moment. These negroes had been captured dur-
lng the war and had attached thomsolvei to the
bataltlon, refusing to leave, one of them had been
decorated for courage on the field In succoring
the wounded under tire. The country through
which we passed was cultivated at Intervals, but
some of Jhe estates were abaudoncd. The cauc

j fontinncd, however, to grow, though the careful
uununuuiwNU »» uv iv»^vi j»i ovut> w v«»v v» »v

reap It, and tno harvest seemed to roproach proud
and insensate muu for his violence and senaeless
ambition. As we moved Into the Intcilfflrthcjfflmtrybecame wilder, and we passed through largfc
districts of wooucd country.

OIK FIHST 11 ALT
wasmadeat the riudad, an estate of medium extent,in full operation. It was guarded by soldiers,
as all the estates in this district are, to prevent the
Insurgents irom destroying them. Here I was
shown the process of sugar-making, all the details
being carefully ami minutely explained. Leaving
this estate we directed our march to Hanta Anna,
the last estate In this district now In operation.
It Is sltnatcd to the northeast, at the apex of the
triangle formed by the range of mountains known
as Dos tlacas and the prolongation of the range to
which the (Iran I'ledra belongs. Here we were to
halt for the night, and in the morning piange
into that mysterious land of unknown daugers
known as Los Monies, or, contemptuously, La
Maniqua. These are covered by dense lorests,
where the Insurgents, or putrlots, as they are
variously styled, according to the sympathies of
the speaker, dciy the power of Spain. From what
I saw of the patches of wooded conntry through
which we passed I was ahle to comprehend the
uiOltuiues that lav in the way of tUe uaclAvaUou
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of ths island by force. Many of the points on the
march, if properly taken advantage of and well
defended, could only have been forced by Bupcrlor
numbers at a great sacrifice ol life. However,
nothing occurred during the day to spoil the plcturesquenessof the scene by Introducing the
horrible.

TUB COLUMN KN MAKCHB.
The long line of soldiers on either side of the

road, that now dipped Into valleys through which
dowed shallow streams, now wound with serpentinecourse over a bill, marched along silently and
patiently, their blue jackets and white pants dottingthe valley's sides, producing a very animated
and pleasing effect. More than once I turned in

my saddle to enjoy the scene so full of life and
color. No painter could transfer It to canvas, for
Its subtle pleasure lay In the constant change of
color and grouping occurring every iustant, presentlngto the eye ctw combinations. Quite a

number of these transverse valleys cut the road,
and had we been burdened with artillery or wagons
would have offered considerable difficulties to our

march. On the road 1 learned that the battalion
with which 1 had the honor to march was known as

TUB ST. qUKNTIN,
and was one of the first to leave Havana for the
war. It had continued in campaign during the
four years of the insurrection. During that period
it had been engaged more or less seriously with
the enemy In more than ninety engagements, in
some of these the battalion had snffbred heavily,
but had always managed to repay with Interest
the attentions of the enemy. If 1 had been searchingfor a representative corps I could not have
chosen one more worthy of sustaining the hohor of
the Spanish arms. This was Just what 1 wanted, as

my desire Is to Bee both sides at their best, and I knew
that my presenco would be an Incentive to every
soldier in the battalion to perform his duty to the
best of his power. We reached Santa Anna about
five o'clock In tho afternoon, and In company with
me coionei ana me director 01 me estate i visnou

the Quanlnica River, which Is remarkable as the
haunt of an Immense number of alligators. On
the opposite bunk of the river we could see the
dark muss of buildings belonging to an estate that
had been destroyed by the rebols. One of the
ruined estates belongs to one of the Icauers of the
Insurrection. The crop on this estate Is

BURNED DOWN REGULARLY EVERY YKAR
to prevent the Spanish authorities deriving any
benefit from It. Before tho war there were on the
estate 01 Santa Anna some four hundred slaves, but
the insurgents carried off the greater part. Many
of these were either recaptured, or, having no
stomach for lighting, returned voluntarily, so that
the estate could now muster some eighty hands.
While I was making the round of the buildings with
the director the preparations for dinner were completed,and on my return 1 found the mess waiting
for me. During dinner I was again the object of
tUe most delicate attention, nothing being neglectod
to make me feel

COMPLETELY AT MY EASE.
Our dinner was quite a rccTurcfu! affair, and by fhr
tho best I had eaten since my arrival iu the island,
and It had the advantage of being seasoned with
the spice of good-fellowship. Alter the cloth was

removed most of the officers of the battallou assembledround the table to while away the time,
chatting and recounting stories of accidents by
flood aud Held. We would have had songs also,
but the only guitar of which the battalionboasted ha£ come to grief. Before
the evening was over 1 was on the
best footing with oil the officers. The subject of
my mission and its fulfilment was discussed, not
with the company, but at Intervals with some of
the officers with whom I had established more intimaterelations. All wero
ANXIOUS THAT A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL 8TATBMHNT
of the status of the Insurrection should be given to
the world. They were especially desirous that the
impression that had gone abroad about the
Spanish army should be corrected. At the
same time there was not the slightest
apparent desire to interfere with the independenceof my judgment or the free
expression of my opinions. The statement tnat
the Spanish troops killed all their prisoners was

Btrenuously denied. It was claimed that all prisonerstaken are given up to the higher authorities,
who, of course, dispose of them as they think lit.
This, I believe, Is now the rule, and so fur as I can

learn, the practice of shooting all prisoners taken
was discontinued In this department as soon as
General Kiquelme took the command. He not
alone endeavored to improve the condition of the
soldier, but tried to put the war on a footing more
in keeping with

MODERN IDEAS OF CIVILIZED WARFARE.
Before his time, however, there is no question
that not alone were the prisoners taken in arms
executed with very little ceremony, bnt that citizenssimply suspected of connection with the Insurrectionwere tuken from their homes and shot
after a form of trial before a court martial.So many instances have been adduced
of this both by respectable foreigners and
Cubans that I have no hesitation in assertingthat this charge is proved against
the Spanish. The opinions ol the officers of the
battalion St. Quentln reflect honor on them, but
they are by no means shared by all the officers of
the army. On the contrary, it is by no means an
unusual thing to hear the opinion openly expressed,
even at the hotel table, that until the shooting of
the civilians Is recommenced the department will
never be pacified. Last evening one of the officers
who dined with me went so lar as to suugest that
THE FAMILIES OF ALL THE MEN ENOWN TO BE IN

THE FIELD

should be exterminated. I remarked to him that
such a course would, no doubt, be effective, but
that the civilized world would not permit It to be
adopted. From this It will be seen that there
exists considerable difference of opinion as to the
mAUBiirofl that ihniilfl ho nrtnntoil to Btumn out thn

Insurrection, ami as I wish to mirror latthiully the
exact state of the island I feel it my duty
to give all views that I And entertainedby considerable numbers or people.
While the Spanish supporters point to the
men that have been pardoned, the Cubans recount
the loug list of the men slain In cold blood. The
executions of the past have unquestionably

COWKI) THK CUBAN POPULATION,
but they have also deepened the hate aud dctcstati«nwith which the Spanish government is regarded,aud if by any chance the Cubans ever get
the upper hand I believe they will exterminate the
Spanish population. That reminds me that the
oillcers of the St. Quentin battalion were

particularly desirous of impressing me with
the opinion that the people of the
island were in favor of the .Spaniards.
With this view they named numbers or gcntleoieu
serving in the army, whom I was assured belonged
to the <tPme rte la crCrm of Cuban society. My
own experience, however, contradicts this, for
nearly all the young men or intelligence with
whom I have cotno in contact hate the Sn.mLinU

with inconceivable bitterness.ho much se that,
as I have before stated, I expressed to many among
them my surprise that men with thctr sentiments
were not fighting with the Insurgents. And
again 1 record lny opinion that this class of the
popnlat^ti is," to my mind, iv"u'

MOST COyyKMPTIPtE QF AM-
' on tliS Hpsnlslf si(le there eiiTers 'into Ails questiona sentiment of patriotic pride that, however
mistaken, is still respectable. Sometimes this
feeling leads to the commission of acts that, when
the hour ol passion and excitement has passed,
even the ultra Spaniards regret; but whatever
wrong Is done by the Spanish soldiers they, at
least, expose themselves boldly to the consequences.This, of coarse, Is not a justification;
but it shows an earnestness and a belief
In the Justice of their cause that we may look
upon as political fanaticism, but cannot despise,
so lar I have only seen the least Impressive side of
the Cuban cause; and, as 1 condemn what I find
weak and unworthy in It. so I will speak as unreservedlyof whatever virtues I may find in that
mysterious and unknown land which we call Cuba
HOre. In niy conversation with the Spanish officers
the points on which they principally laid weight
were that the Insurgents possessed

neither land nor towns,
and were totally unable to offer effective resistanceto tne march of even one Spanish battalion.
I.Ike all regular troops they complained bitterly
that the Jbjgursrout* would never Miyjwr themselves

jK sheet.
In the open Held, but flreil from ambusoades, and
tneu retreated. It never ueemed to strike tbem
that an enemy has a right to choose whatever
tactics he pleases, and that there la no law, mural
or international, to compel a soldier to stand
Just in the position hla enemy wishes in order to
allow himscll to be shot down with greater facility.
Each Spanish soldier la provided with 120 rounds
or ammunition, besides having a reserve supply on

the mules, while I have no doubt there are momentswhen there are not a thousand rounds of
ammunition In a Cuban battalion. This fact may
have something to do with

THB TACTICS OF TUK CUBAN TROOPS.
A Spanish officer related an incident to me the

other day whioh Illustrates this. A volunteer In
the direction of Cerredero suddenly found himself
coniron led by four Cubans, who presented ineir

rifles, ordering him to surrender. Not relishing
the Idea he declined, and prepared to defend himselfwith his machete. The position became at once

complicated, for the Cubans had not a single
cartridge between them, and were obliged
to cut the volunteer down with their
machetes. The appearance of a party of troops
prevented them finishing the work and the plucky
volunteer escaped with a severe wound on bis
lower Juw. Little lncidents.of this kind enable one

to form a pretty accurate estimate of the condition
of things m Cuba Libre. If the insurgents could
be completely cut off from communication with th?
outor world their position would indeed be desperate,but the arrival lrom time to time of even
small supplies will enable them

TO HOLD OUT INDEFINITELY.
In order to note how these expeditions were regardedby the Spanish army I inlormed a number

of officers at dinner of the safe arrival of General
Agile ro with a considerable supply of munitions
of war.

THK EFFECT WAS ELECTRICAL.
The officers had been chatting and joking In quite
a merry mood, but the news acted like an extinguisheron their good spirits. There
wus not much said, but pretty decided
opinions were expressed as to the value
and activity of the navy. One officer
stated his Qrm conviction that if he lived he would
see the twentieth year ol the Independence of the
Cuban Republic, as he had seen the fifth. Unless
things change considerably I am very much inclinedto agree with him. The Spaniards constantly
assert that the insurrection Is contemptible, so far
as its means of resistance or power of aggression
is concerned; but wiieu asked why they do
not suppress It they point to the difficulty
or the country and the impossibility of
crushing an enomy that only fights when he
pleuaes. In thiB lies the greatest danger to the
dominion or Spain, for it is impossible to conquer
an enemy that can accept or refuse combat at will.
It is now pretty generally felt that in attempting
to reconquer at. Domingo Spain has brought upon
herseir a Revere punishment. It was that campaignthat taught the Cubans how tney could tree
themselves from the sovereignty of the Peninsula.From whatever point of view this struggle
is regarded there seems to be no escapo
Irom a disastrous ending tor the Spanish arms,
ll the question were to be settled by an open war
the Cuban Republic would soon be counted among
the things of the past; but It must be decided by
the power of endurance of the hostile parties. The
position Is this. The Cubans possess a small army
In the field, but behind that army are hundreds of
thousands of sympathizers, from whom the losses
by disease and death are constantly repaired. As
the natives do not sutTer much from the diseases
that are no fatal to Europeans the principal gaps in
the ranks are made by the

BULLETS OP THE SPANISH SOLDIERS;
but as these, according to their own account, never
see the enemy, oven when engaged with him, the
los«es from bullets cannot be very heavy, and are

easily made good. On the other hand, the Spanish
troops are constantly on the march, exposed to
the Inclemency ol the climate and the special diseasesof the country. How fatal these prove,
aggravated by the fatigues undergone by the
troops, may be Judged from the statistics furnished
me by officers of the Blat Major. Since the outbreakof the rebellion it appears from the official
record that 100,000 men have been sent to Cuba.
Of these there remain to-day some
TWENTY THOUSAND AT A VKKY LIBERAL CALCULATION.
Six thousand officers have lallen victims to disease
unrl Imllntti In thA aaniP npriod Thpup arn not tho

statistics of Cuban sympathizers, but have been
furnished to me by officers in the army, the most
determined in their resolution to suppress the Insurrection.From this it will be seen that if the
power of the insurgents in the field has dlminisned
the means at the disposal of the governmentTor their suppression have diminishedto a still greater extent. There
is another reason, also, why the chances of puttingdown the Insurrection are lessened by time.
In the beginning the Cubans knew little about war,
and, though numerous, were by no means formidableenemies; now, however, the men in the field
have acquired considerable skill In the use of their
arms and the habits of obedience and control so
necessary in warfare. The troubles in Spain, It is
felt, will so paralyze the government as to prevent
the despatch of reinforcements to Cuba. In view of
all these difficulties it is no wonder that even

among t he Spanish officers there is growing up a
leeling that the war will be Interminable.that is,
if Spain can find the men and money to continue
the struggle. It is a strange commentary on human
intelligence that under the specious piea of patriotisma people can be induced to make so great
and so appalling sacrifices in order that some rew
hundred men inay continue to enjoy their ill-gotten
wealth; for there is no escaping from the fact that

THESE CATACOMBS OK SPANISH DEAD
and the wasted millions wrung from a people sunk
in poverty and wretchedness have been spent in
defence of a few hundred slave-owners. The Spanishnation derives no profit from the connection
with Cuba; at most a few govcrnmeut employes
become rich by stealing from the government they
arc supposed to serve. These people are the very
loudest in their professions or patriotism, and
all the time they are crippling their countryby putting a no inconsiderable portion of
the revenue luto their own pockets. This
is a fact so notorious that I do not
suppose the gentry In question will even be angry
at my stating it. My authorities are almost every
mnn who hus any dealings with the government
employes. On the question of their rapaciousness
there is no second opinion. Men have told me of
transactions in which they were themselves en-
Itngiru VTiucii ii|Ji;uaiv'u iu 1uu uurcuimt", UUt, com»n>rfrom source* beyond suspicion, I have no alternativebut to believe them. Of con rue I have no
means of veruylng the allegations made on this
head, but the testimony on the point comes from
men of all parties and all conditions.

tltk discussion of my mission
and the state of the Island was carried on by the
officers of the St. (Juentln battalion In the best
humor and with marked delicacy. There was evidentu strong desire to present the Spanish aide
of the question in as favorable a light as possible.
The points presented were, however, nearly alwaysthe same. On the side of Spain were to

be found _all_ jhe_ yafflLIP1! humanity,^whdo
the Insurgents, as at present cori'aiitnted,
were principally ignorant and ferocious blacks,
who waged not a war for freedom, but a war of exterminationagainst the whites. In so for as tms

touched my own safety I was pretty generally assuredthat if 1 had the misfortune to fall into the
hands of any of the bands of negro marauders my
character of neutral correspondent would avail
me little. There muat be some truth in this statement,for even the laDoranhv, or Cuban sympathizers,tell mc the same thing. Ilowevcr, thU is
to my mind a land of croqiie-mltaines, where

kvery dander is magnified a bttndrrnkoi.i)

by the fears of the inhabitants, who live In a state
of mental darkness. The sllghest occurrence as.
suines awiul proportions, because there is no means
of throwing light on the shady places, and, as I
have before remarked, the government, even when
It tells the truth, is never believed, not even by its
supporters. This Is the natural result of the efforts
constant!? made to prosent a couleur <te
row view of the situation. The presence,
therefore, among the soldiers of a representativeof the Herald, which was felt
not alouq to Ito free to express Its vpUUoiu) on all

that passed, but also to be tinged with sympathy
for the Cuban cause, excited no little interest.
The officers have from the first expressed themselvespleased that I should accompany them oa

what they hoped would be a long and Interesting
expedition, and there was a universal wish that the
enemy would show himself In order that the world
mlgnt receive an Impartial account ot a Cuban
battle. I went to bed lull of hop®
that the morning would sec us on
our way to those mysterious woods where
the insurrection has lta strongholds. In this I was
destined to disappointment, for when I Issued oat
of the little room which had been kindly placed at
my disposal Colonel Sostrada Informed me that
during the night he had

HKCKIVXD OKDKKS TO BKTUJKM
In the direction of St. Luis and await farther
orders. This news quite threw a damper on all oar
enthusiasm; but as it was looked on only aa a
change of direction the circumstance waa not much
thought about. The halt was made at the Calndoll
estate, where I waa told the column wonld remain
until further orders. Colonel Sostrada, accompaniedby the adjutant, rode to St. Luis to commoalcatewith the General bv teleirrann. and returned
in a few hours with news that the battalion would
remain stationary until further orders. Colonel
Sostrada told me that 1 was

AT LIBERTY TO REMAIN OR TO RETURN
to Santiago de Cuba. Tbla surprised me, as I had
not spoken a word about leaving. I told him that
I bad come out to make the expedition with the
battalion, and was inclined to remain until it waa
ended ir my presence was not Inconvenient. He
replied that the officers of the battalion would be
delighted to have ine remain. There was no del
nite reason given for the sudden abandonment
of the expedition, and as I considered
the subject a delicate one I did not make any pressinginquiries. It afterwards became known, bowever,that as soon as the battalion marched north
a portion of the insurgents marched south and
others appeared threatening the plantations. In
view of these movements the battalion was orderedback

TO PROTECT THE nARYEST.
Since it appeared tue battalion would not move

I determined to return to Santiago de Cuba. .

letter had been sent by Colonel Sostrada about mo
to the General, but no reply was received to K.
The general opinion being that the column would
remain stationary for some time, I decided on

returning. On taking leave of the officers
Colonel Sostrada expressed the regret of himselfand the other officers that I should
be obliged to leave so soon. He seemed to be very
anxious lest I should go away with the Impression
that the column had retrograded from fear of the
enemy, or that there was any force in front capableor barring the passage of the battalion. When
l assured him that I did not entertain this opinion,
and that I comprehended that the return was due
to

SOME CHANGE OP PLAit
on the part of the General, he replied"I know
you are too polite to express such an opinion,
but I rear that such has been the Impression
made on your mind by the sudden return of
t)ie troops." I again assured him that I believed the
retiring of the column was due to the exigencies of
the war, and that I was perfectly convinced that
tue batalllou would go wherever it was ordered.
He evidently felt only half satisfied, and was as mods
annoyed as I was at the unexpected termination
or the expedition. I then took leave of the offlcera.
whom 1 was really very sorry to quit. During my
stay with them I bad been the object of unceasing
attention. Nothing that could add to my comfort
was neglected, and I was treated more like a
spoiled child than the special correspondent of a

paper which is assumed to be hostile to Spanish
rule in the Antilles. Commandant Lopez, one
of the most distinguished officers of tha
battalion, acompanied me to Santiago
de Cuba. We rode from the encampment
at Cludad to the station of Christ!.a
distance of live long leagues.without any guard.
This surprised me not a little, as the distrust is
very wild and mountainous, and at times we rods
through the brush for miles without meeting any
living thing. We passed many a point where onn
cool fellow, with
am old shotuun and a taste fob hbdgb

shooting,
could have disposed ol both of us before we conld
have pul'cd rein, but lortunately we arrived at tha
station of Chrlsti without encountering any enter*
prising mambesi. From this point we travelled by
the railroad on a hand carworked by two negroes
to Santiago de Cuba, The work was not difficult,
for after the first few hundred yards we wereoa
an inclined plane, and our only trouble was to keep
the drag on so that the car would not
rush down with dangerous velocity. The evening
of my arrival I presented myself at the palace.
General Morales was absent, but the chief of stag
expressed regret at the termination ol the expedition,but promised that I should be notified an
soon as the next column left for the insurgent district.No word has been sent since, and as I have
completed my preparations for the campaign the
next communications I hope wilt be written in thn
insurgent lines.

UTEKASY CHIT-CHAT.

"Behind the Scenes in Washington" is thn
rather sensational title of a forthcoming book by
G. w. Martin, which will attempt an account ol thn
national capital, its political Intrigues, publiebuildings,rings, Credit Mobiller frauds, lobbies,
Ac., with sketches of leading Congressmen and
habUnCs of the federal city. The Continental PublishingCompany, of New York, will publish it by
subscription.
scribnek A Co. bave in press "The Reformation,"by George P. Fisher, D. D., of Yale College.
Italy has nineteen illustrated papers, with an

aggregate circulation of 75,000 copies. None of the
political dallies or Italy have a circulation of over

10,000. and the compensation paid to editors and
reporters Is very small.
hriei.u aukn, the German novelist, in spite of the

extraordinary success of his novels, is very poor.
The Mercantile Library of San Francisco haa

30,ooo volumes, and is taking extreme pains to collecteverything relating to California and the
Paclttc coast.
The Last Number of an Illustrated Spanish Journal.El Americano, published at Paris, has been

seized on account, It is alleged, of an engraving
representing the American Republic wearing »

Phrygian cap.
Miss Johns, whose pscudonyme Is Marlltt, the

author of "Old Ma'amselle's Secret," has a new
novel m press. The scene, in part, Is laid in the ,

United States.
The Sale of Erckmann Chatrian's books ban

again been allowed In Germany, the authorities
having discovered (as might have been foreseen)
that the clandestine sale only added to the circula-
tloa of the objectionable works.
Alexandre Dumas is not, as his illnstrlons rather

was, a hard worker. He himself acknowledges that *

he does not like to write much. He composes
rather slowly, and his manuscripts are frequently
rendered almost illegible by numerous erasures

aud_alterations, while those of his father hardly
contained any and were almost perfect models off
chlrography. Few authors that, at his age, have
obtained wealth and fame by their pens have publishedso small a number of works as the younger
Dumas. He is proudest of his journalistic performances,and but for his aversion to steady literary
work he would like to be at the head of a great
journal. But of this there is little probability, as
he Is about to set out on a voyage of several years
round the world.
The Spectator saya of the annual rationale of

books issued in 18TZ that "theology quite bears tha
palm among the varlons subjects as regards tha
number of tiooks Issued."
Archbishop Manning seems to have exalted the

character or Pio Nono into one of his religloua
ideals. A new volume of sermons by lilin will
Bhortly appear, having for their theiac the struggle®
of the Chief Pon tiff.
Howell's "Uazetteer of the American Press" lias

Just been issued in a handsome volume.
Sheldon A Co. will publish la a few days

a new edition of "The Napoleon Dynasty." Thia
book was first published in jwi, jmst after the
d'c'fut of December. jj
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